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CLIL
Introduction

This handbook is designed to give you practical help in teaching CLIL science.

It is divided into two sections: film activity ideas and classroom language.

The first section is designed to help you get more value out of teaching with film. Film can be a powerful 
tool in the CLIL classroom, but second language learners need more time and guidance to understand 
the film’s content than native speakers. These activities are designed to help students engage with the 
film. 

The second section is designed to help you talk to your class in English. There is also a page with lan-
guage for the students, which you can print as a poster for the classroom wall. 
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Film activity ideas

•	 These activities are designed to help students engage with film content.

•	 The activities are adaptable: you can apply them to all Tigtag CLIL films or any other films that you use 
with your class.

•	 You can use these activities in language lessons (using the film as a source of input) or in CLIL science 
lessons (to improve students’ engagement with the film). 

•	 If you are using the lesson activities provided on Tigtag CLIL, but feel that your students will need 
more time to understand the content, you can use one of these activities before or after the main 
activity as a warm-up or reinforcement activity.

Here is a summary of the film activity ideas:

When to use it Activity type Skill

Before the film

1. What do you think will happen? Listening / Speaking

2. Sorting words Reading / Listening

3. Put the sentences in order Reading

During the film

4. What happens next? Listening / Speaking

5. Who? What? Where? When? Why? How? Listening / Writing

6. Fill in the gaps Listening / Writing

After the film

7. Picture summary Listening / Speaking / Writing

8. Find the message Reading / Listening

9. Quiz Listening

10. Synonyms game Reading / Writing
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Activities to do before a film

1. What do you think will happen? 

Aim: To make students use the knowledge they already have about a topic to guess what will 
happen in a film.

Tell the students the title of the film, or the topic the film is about. 

Ask the students to guess what the film will show them. They do not have to get the right answers. This 
activity is just to make them feel curious. 

Use what, where, when, why, how (+ how much, how many, how long) questions. 

Example questions: 

•	 Where do you think the film will take place?
•	 What examples do you think will be in the film?
•	 How do you think we will know that?
•	 Why will this be important?
•	 What reasons do you think we will hear?
•	 When do you think we will see this? 

Write three of these questions on the whiteboard. 

Ask the students to work in pairs and answer the questions together. 

Ask student volunteers to tell the rest of the class some of their ideas. 

Say “Let’s see if you were right…” and play the film.

2. Sorting words

Aim: To let students make connections by sorting key words into groups.

Ask the students to copy and sort words into groups. This will help the students to learn the spelling of 
words and to remember words.

Encourage the students to use dictionaries after doing this activity, so they can learn the words on their 
own. 

Give the students a copy of the film transcript. 
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Ask the students to read the transcript quickly and identify any new or unfamiliar words. 

Ask the students to list the words by type in a table like this: 

Verbs Nouns Adjectives

Ask the students to look up the meanings of the words and write down their definitions. 

Ask the students to sort the words again. This time they should sort them into subject groups based on 
their meaning. For example:

Mammals Amphibians Reptiles

3. Put the sentences in order

Aim: To make students think about text structure, understand meaning from context, and the 
logical progression of ideas in a film. 

Print copies of the film transcript and cut into five or six sections.

Organise the students into small groups.

Give the groups the text sections from the film transcripts. 

Ask the groups to discuss the order they think the sections will come in the film. 

Play the film and let the students see whether they were right or not.
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Activities to do during a film

4. What happens next? 

Aim: To get students curious about what happens next in a film, and also test what they have 
understood so far. 

During the film, pause and ask the students “What do you think will happen next?”

Listen to the students’ ideas. Remind them there are no “right” answers. 

Ask the students to talk about their ideas with a partner, or as a whole class. 

Play the rest of the film to find out what happens next. 

5. Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Aim: To help students focus on a film by asking questions using the main question words: who, 
what, where, when, why, how. 

Give the students a copy of the following table: 

Focus First viewing 
(one-word answers)

Second viewing 
(more detailed answers)

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How? 

Play the film and ask the students to write down one-word answers to the questions. 

Ask the students to compare answers with a partner. 

Play the film again and ask the students to write down more detailed answers to their table.
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6. Fill in the gaps

Aim: To focus students’ attention on specific words in a film. 

Give students copies of the film transcript with gaps: 

•	 Either take out words at random, regardless of their meaning or function – this helps students to 
focus on listening and tests their knowledge of the language. 

•	 Or only take out certain types of words (for example: all the verbs, or just topic key words) – this tests 
students’ knowledge of the subject or language area.

Play the film. 

Ask the students to read the transcripts with gaps on their own (and enter any words they think they 
know). 

Play the film again. This time, ask the students to fill in any other words they hear.

Show a complete transcript on the whiteboard. Students can now check their answers. 

Note: This activity can be adapted for mixed-ability classes. You can prepare two or three versions of the 
transcript with gaps. Easier versions will have fewer gaps and the gaps will be easier words; more difficult 
versions will have more gaps and the gaps will be the most unfamiliar words.

 



9

CLIL

Activities to do after the film

7. Picture summary

Aim: To get students to create a picture that sets out the main points in a film. 

Play the film and ask students to make notes on the key points.

Play the film again. 

Tell the students to make groups of three or four. 

Ask the students to draw a picture or make a poster of the key points in the film. For example: this could 
be a poster, a mind-map, a Venn diagram, or it could be designed to look like a webpage. 

Ask the groups to present their work to the class, and discuss. 

8. Find the message

Aim: To get students to find the key message in a topic sentence and give evidence for their choice.

Play the film.

Ask the students to think about the information in the film. 

Play the film again. This time, ask the students to think about how the information is presented. For 
example:

•	 Does the narrator stress key words? 
•	 Does the film repeat any ideas? 
•	 Does the narrator use long pauses to give time to think?

Give the students copies of the film transcript. 

Ask the students to:

•	 Find the main topic sentences and underline them.
•	 Look for supporting details and circle them.
•	 Write out the ‘key message’ that they think the film is trying to give.
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9. Quiz

Aim: To check that students have understood a film. 

Prepare three questions about the film before the lesson. 

For example, you can use these templates:

Question 1 Question 2 Question 3

A [X increases because of Y] A [It is important to do Y] A [X is measured by Y]

B [Y increases because of X] B [It is important to do X] B [X is measured by Z]

C [X decreases because of Y] C [If X and Y then Z] C [X decreases because of Y]

D [None of the above] D [None of the above] D [None of the above]

Replace A, B and C with answers based on the film. 

Play the film. 

Ask the students to choose the answer they think is correct. 

Check the answers with the whole class.

Play the film again. 

10. Synonyms game

Aim: To introduce students to new words used in a film and practise their pronunciation

Substituting words helps students to understand ideas better, and also helps them use new words. 

Show the transcript to the class. 

Give the students a list of words that are synonyms (words that mean the same) for some words in the 
transcript. 

Ask the students to work in pairs and decide which synonyms go where. 

Note: To make the activity easier, you can underline the words to be replaced  in the transcript. 
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Classroom language

This is designed to help you talk to your class in English. If you are new to CLIL teaching, it can be hard to 
run activities without using the students’ first language.

The following pages give you some useful phrases for different classroom contexts. After starting CLIL 
lessons your students will quickly become more used to following instructions in English. 

On page 18 there is a poster to help the students ask for help in English. You can print as a poster for the 
classroom wall.

Beginning the lesson

Dealing with homework / recap from last lesson

Who can tell me what we did last lesson?
Do you remember what we did last lesson?
So, what did we do last lesson?
Who can remember what we talked about last lesson?
Have you done your homework from last lesson?
Let’s go through the homework from last lesson.

Warming up / activating background knowledge

Today, we’re going to look at...
Who can tell me about...?
What do you know about...?

Introducing new terminology

Can you tell me any words to do with...?
Who can give me another word for...?
Who can explain what ... means?
What’s that in [first language]?

Starting the new lesson

Let’s start with...
Let’s get on with today’s lesson.
I think we can start the lesson now.
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Settling the class

I’m waiting to start now.
Are you all ready to start?
Stop talking, please!
Put your things down / away and listen to me now.

Managing the lesson

Giving instructions

Listen to the instructions please.
Listen to me so that you know what to do.
I want you to get...
Bring the equipment for... 
Bring the things you need for...
Go and get...
Follow the instructions.
Read your activity sheet and do what it tells you.

Clarifying / explaining what to do

First you do..., then you do..., and after you’ve done that you do...
Be careful to / not to...
Don’t forget to...
It’s important to...
Is everything clear?
You have 10 minutes.
Let me go over / recap that again.
I’ll go through the instructions one more time.
Are you following me?
Did everyone get that?
Is everybody with me?

Asking questions

Yes/No questions:
•	 Have you finished?
•	 Are you ready?
•	 Is there anything you don’t understand?
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Or questions:
•	 Do you want to do this in groups OR pairs?
•	 Are you doing number 1 OR number 2?

Wh- questions:
•	 When is the Moon furthest from the Earth?
•	 Where is your shadow at midday?
•	 What happens to water when it reaches 100 degrees Celsius?
•	 Why is plastic not a natural material?
•	 Who has finished already?
•	 Who has the answer to this question?
•	 Whose turn is it?
•	 Which group are you in?
•	 Which question are you doing?

Sequencing activities

The first / second / third step is...
First read the instructions and then do the task.
Next… / After that… / Lastly... 
Once you’ve done that, you can do the next one.
Now let’s move on to the next activity.

Checking how things are going

Which number are you on?
Where are you up to?
How are you doing?
Are there any problems?
Do you need any help?
Which part do you not understand?

Working with film

I want you all to look at the film now please.
Everybody look at the film / screen please.
Just watch the film and try to understand as much as you can.
You don’t need to write anything yet. We’ll watch the film again later.
I want you to watch and listen for...
Watch carefully for…
I’m going to play the film for … seconds / minutes and I want you to look for...
I want you to write the numbers of the images in the order you see them.
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What do you think will happen next?
Who can tell me what this is?

Developing academic language and thinking

How would you classify these animals?
Can you give me an example of a living thing?
What was the consequence of this process?
What is different now compared to before?
What would happen if we changed one of the variables?
How far do you agree with the statement?
What do you think is the solution to the problem?

Checking answers

What did you get for the first one?
What’s the answer for number 2?
Check your answers with your partner.
How many people think that’s right?
Does anyone have a different answer?

Getting students to join in

Can you all hear me?
Can you see at the back? 
Can you read the writing on the whiteboard?
Is that any better?

Getting students to take turns

Let’s take it in turns starting here.
Let’s start with Jorge.
Who is going to start?
Who would like to go first?
Any volunteers?
Whose turn is it now?
Who is next?
It’s your turn, Melissa.
Next, please.
Go ahead, Ali.
Who hasn’t had a turn yet?
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Saying yes / no and encouraging students

That’s good.
Fine.
Yes, right.
Correct.
Excellent!
That’s great, thanks.
Nice work.
You did a good job.
That’s not quite right.
You can’t say that, I’m afraid.
Not exactly.
That’s not the answer.
That’s a good try.
It could be, but not here.
Don’t worry about it, try again.

Organising reading and writing activities

Now read the text and answer the questions.
Work with your partner and discuss the question.
Ask your partner questions about the topic.
Answer your partner’s questions.
Now write your answers. 
Write your own description to go with the process.

Setting up pair / group / whole class work

I want you to do this on your own.
Which group do you want to be in?
Can you do this in groups please? 
I want you to do this in pairs.
One of you is student A and one of you is student B – make sure you have the right activity sheet.
Find a partner.
Get into groups of three/four/five.
One of you will read the question and the others will decide what to do.

Setting up an investigation

Give out the activity sheets.
Give one activity sheet to every child / pair /group
This is what we’re going to do now.
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To start the investigation, you have to think about what will happen.
You have to make a prediction. 
Next you have to test your hypothesis.
You have to record, present and analyse your results.
Watch and make notes.
Keep an eye on the object and write down what happens / changes.

Ending the lesson

Stopping an activity

OK, let’s stop now.
We have to stop now.
Close your books now.
Collect the activity sheets / books in.

Setting homework

For your homework I want you to draw a picture / diagram of the process you saw in the film.
I want you to finish this activity for homework.
Is it clear what you have to do for homework?
Maria, can you repeat what your homework is please?

Clearing away / tidying up
 
Tidy your desks now please.
Put the equipment back in the cupboard.
Make sure your workspace is tidy.



Asking for help in English

When you don’t know a word
I don’t know this word.

I don’t understand. Can you say it again?

I don’t know what ... means.

I’m not sure what this means.

I think it is ... but I’m not sure.

Asking for the meaning of a word
What does ... mean?

Can you tell me what this means please?

Can you explain what this means please?

Does this mean ... ?

Asking for a translation
What is ... in [my first language]?

How do you say ... in [my first language]?

Can you tell me how you say ... in [my first language]?

How do you translate ... into [my first language]?


